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Sid. Fredrickson, from the City Wastewater
Treatment Plant stated: “There is growing
concern that personal care products and .
pharmaceuticals can pass through a wastewater
treatment plant and end up poisoning aquatic -
life il our rivers and streams. We ask our citizens =
not to flush these products down the drain.”
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medication turn-in
program

If you have prescription drugs that are outdated,
no longer needed, or you want to dispose of
them properly, please contact your local law
enforcement agency.

We are available during normal business hours to
assist in the proper disposal of such items.

There are many risks associated with storing
prescription drugs that are not part of a current
drug therapy. The prescriptions may be outdated
and therefore will not effectively treat the symptoms
they are intended for.

Prescription drugs that are stored and not currently
being taken by the person they are subscribed to,
can be taken by mistake or stolen.

If prescription drugs are disposed of in our water
supply, a potential for contamination of the
water occurs.

Law enforcement wants to work with you to dispose
of these items in a safe manner. We appreciate

any cooperation you can give in accommodating
this process.

who is responsible for
disposing of unused
medicines?

Pharmacists, law enforcement agencies and
municipal waste organizations are currently taking
the most responsiblity for properly disposing of
unused drugs.

An investigation by the The Associated Press
found that drinking water supplied to at least 46
million Americans carried residues of antibiotics,
anticonvulsants, mood stabilizers, sex hormones
and other pharmaceuticals.

please contact a local
law enforcement
agency to assist in

the proper disposal of

medications

see list of agencies on
back of pamphlet for
contact information

what can i do?
consumers

e Dispose of unused or unwanted medications at
take-back sites

e Do NOT dispose of any medication down the
toilet or in the trash

e Purchase drugs in small amounts, limiting
expired medications

e Ask for medications with low
environmental impact

e Encourage your health
provider to take back unused
and expired drugs

pharmacists and providers

* Do not prescribe more medication than can
be used

e Prescribe starter packs and refill packs

e Review and regularly assess the patient’s total
consumption of medication

e |earn which drugs have the highest eco-toxicity

e Consider environmental impact when prescribing
medications

e Educate patients, consumers, and colleagues
about the importance of proper disposal of
pharmaceutical waste




